Carlos Carrere
Ave. Pueyrredon 768, 2nd Floor, (C1032ABT) Buenos Aires, Republica Argentina E-mail: procrearte@procrearte.com DOI: 10.1093/humrep/deg129 Dear Sir, We support the Dr Carrere's proposal that ISO standards be considered as an international standard for IVF Centres. It is better for a standard to be self-imposed rather than to have some standard be devised and dictated by a governmental authority. Wouldn't it be nice for IVF centres around the globe to lead the entire medical community to be the ®rst specialty to set a worldwide standard for its ®eld? The opportunity is now.
Michael Prospective randomized study on day of embryo transfer Dear Sir,
We read the article of Van der Auwera et al. (2002) with great interest and we would like to congratulate the authors for this nice prospective randomized study. However, we would like to underline some points that may have caused bias in the conclusion. Firstly, the numbers in Table II raise questions on the equal response to ovarian hyperstimulation between the two studied groups: there are 12.7% more retrieved oocytes, 14.99% more mature oocytes and 22.97% more fertilized oocytes in the day 5 group than the day 2 group. Therefore, these differences allow us to hypothesize that the two groups were not fully comparable. We were surprised that these differences were not found statistically signi®cant by the authors.
Secondly, in the day 2 group, up to ®ve fertilized oocytes were cultured per cycle and the rest were frozen. This fact reduced the chance for the selection of good embryos for transfer. On the contrary, in the day 5 group, all fertilized oocytes were cultured, so the selection was better. In Table IV , it is clearly demonstrated that there were 237 2 pronuclear (PN) oocytes available for culture in the day 2 group, while there were 415 2PN oocytes in the day 5 group (75.1% more). It is not clear whether the authors performed a statistical comparison between the two groups regarding the numbers of 2PN
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